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A LETTER TO SIR ROBERT GIFFORD, 
_ His Majesty’s Attorney-Gegeral, 


On the Mock Trial of the Editor in the Court of King’s 
Bench on the 12th, 18th, and \Ath of October, 


King’s Bench Prison, October 27, 1819, 





. Srr, 

In addressing you in your official character as Attorney- 
General of England, I shall be under the necessity in this 
letter of bringing forward many instances of private cons 
duct and character, which under any other circumstances 
than those in which I stand related to you, might fairly be 
considered neither generous nor manly. But when a man 
who has been the avowed advocate of Deistical opinions, 
and the most extended Political liberty, even to Republi- 
canism—-when such has been the open and determined 
avowal of such opinions, that others, meaning equally as 
well, and approaching near te those opinions, are competed 
to shun him as violent in disposition, and in the necessary 
proposed measures to attain the object in view, I say when 
such a man as this can sacrifice his favourite, and sternly 
defended opinions to the shrine of Despotism and Corrup- 
tion, for the paltry emolument of the moment, and acquiesce 
in all, and become the instrument in every act of oppres- 
sion and persecution emanating from Despotism and Cor- 
ruption, even to a profession of acting censcientiously in 
the discharge of what he calls a duty. I say, when we find 
such a man as this, we hesitate not to pronounce him an 
apostate to his faith, a Renegade to principle, a traitor to 
his former conviction of truth, a dissembler in practice, and 
a-bypocyite in reality, ‘‘ possessing only a base desite for 
filthy lucre.” Such a man is Sir Robert Gifford, Knt. His 
Sacred Majesty's Attorney-General! The consequent to 
to this assertion should bea uarrative of corroborating circum- 
stances: to this I shall now proceed, i 

I ventured and —— the assertion mains my mock 
trial, that you, Sir Robert, bad openly avowed yourself a 


R. Carlile, Printer, 55, Fleet Street, Lendon. 
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Deist priot'to'your elevation asa La w- Office of the Chowii 
I say a Deist, because the Unitarian, as opposed to the Tri- 
nitariati, is a Deist , believing in one God, in opposition fo those 
‘who béliéve'in three Gods or more, for it is vain for the Tri- 
nitarian to speak of his triune God, or, as Bishop Patrick 
attempted to convince his hearers of this doctrine, by ex- 
hibiting to their view a blade of three-leafed grass, when in 
the next breath they represent God the Son sitting at the 
right hand of God the Father, on a‘distinct throne, and God 
the Holy Ghost waiting. to dispatch their orders and mes-' 
sages, or to fill with the Holy Spirit such of the human race 
as the whims and caprice of God the Father and God the 
Son might suggest, “1 am-aware,'Sir Robert, that these ex. 
pressions will shock the minds of the unreflecting Trinita- 
riats, and make them exclaim, “* A horridblasphemy !” but 
I; the writer, and you, the person addressed, being believers 
i one God ditly, eau smile at such nlisurdities. however 
Offensive they may be to the minds of others. ’ 
© T think, Sit Robert, it must be admitted, that a Unitarian 
‘184, Deist, im the same sense as the followers ot Confucitis 
ave’ Deists; anid taking this for grauted, and that you area 
“though how hypoeritically disguised, which I think I 
can, make plainly appear from the following circumstances: 

’ First, That duringyour residence in Exeter, you, with 
alt your family, weré'regular attendants at the Unitarian 
Chapel, itt Southgate Street, and that you supported’ it 
by your subscription. 

Secondly, That it was at the moment you were elevated 
‘tothe Solicitor-Generalship, that you quitted the Unitarians 
‘ia London and sent your family to the Established Church, 

Thirdly, That you actually contifited your annual sub- 
scription,to the Unitarian Charity Scheol in Exeter, and 
‘that it’ was since your appointment to the Attomey-Gene- 
raiship that you sent £20 to that institution, requesting “the 
Secretary to erase your name as ap annual subscriber. 

The Jast, And I expect to you the most impressive cir- 
 cuimstance, is, that you paid your addresses to a young 
“Wady'of fortane, and) that the only objection to -you'on the 
part Of -the'lady’s friends was that you held deistical Opitiions 
or r Opinions 4 in Opposition to the doctrine of ‘the Trinit 

“A gentleman fromthe West of England, offered to attest 
this fact as evidence in'the Court; had my defence not been _ 

interrupted and suppressed by a*codlition, | A-gentleman, 
‘that was and ‘is quite-a stranger to me, but who is willing 
to prove the assertion should it ever become necessary. 
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Itwas from, a kKnowle@gepotstheseycircu mstances that, in- 
duced me to say, “* thatswhatevernnught be the professions 
of the Attorney-General) T aiight give the hand of fellow- 
ship ‘to Sir ROBEY Gifford?” "Tt was: this. expression that 
drew from you the affectedeassertion, “‘ that you did not 
know. whether. the  Defendaht(*mented your: contempt or 
your pity; but that you felt disposed, to grant. bim, your 
pity.” .‘Tuat Defendant neither values your contempt, nor 
wishes for your pity; he is impressed with gratitude for the. 
bengfit he lids received, and the imporiance you aud your 
predecessor Sir Samvuet Shepherd have elevated him. to; an 
elevation froma which he smiles av you, and. dares: your grasp 
to withdraw irim. |” i sete | S 
At preséat, Sir’ Robert, feel myself beyond your reach, 
and J cannot ‘bettér elucidate this proposition than by re= 
cording an anecdote’ which happened in the front of my, 
shop.in Fiecet-street during the last€week,, A well-dressed 
man was mixed with the crowd before the .window | and 
gave vent to his feclings as-follows. ‘‘ Ab!, Paine is,now in 
bell, and.Carlle!will soon follow him.” A»shrewder man, 
but not so welF dressed, inmediately retorted, ‘ vot. quite 
so soon, you will find Carlile likea- cabbage, if you take off 
bis head “herve wilt bea" htin.tred- sprouts from him.” -AsI 
shall have the pleasure at least of another combat with you 
in. Westminet r*Hfalt, T shall abstain from ‘any further ob- 
servations here, “but hope whatever opinions the Attor- 
uey-General may filid it necessary to. assume, that Sir 
Robert Gifford willagain leave that office a Deist, orif you 
please a Unitarian. ae ba 
) Your's gratefully, a* 
RICHARD. CARLILE, 


aids = 

Ehe MOCK TRIALS of Mr. "Carxine are now publishing in 
Sheets,-at Yd. each, Three’ Shéefs’ are ready for delivery, 
Whole will make about’ Forty*Sheets, and. the Publication will 

proceed as tapidly as possible. . 
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Jast published, A faithful Representation of: the Attack, ofthe 
“MANCHESTER CAVALRY, on*the luliabitants of that Town 
and its Vicinity. This Print-tson a large Royal Sheet, ‘executed . 
under the direétion of Mr. Cag.Lrie, who was preseut on. the 
-Hustings, ‘and represents (the most forcible Part. of the Massa: 
“ere, wher the Cavalry bad. nearly, approached the Hustings. 
‘Price filam, 6/0 Coloured Ws.:Gd, fhe 
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“CORRESPONDENCE: BETWEEN DR. RUDGE 
AND MR, CARLILE, joo. sont! 


us 


On ine Subject of. his: Motx Trraus wd theHor¥ Schrrenc . 


he 





izi 


DR. RUDGE TO MR. CARLIE. | essere 


“Dr. Rupa trusts that Mr. Carlile will disapprove” fierthes of the 
motives by which the present letter has’ been ‘diéfated, hor Of the 
temper in which it has been written. 

From the account of the late trial for.the re-publication of the 
“¢ Age of Reason,’ Mr. Carlile is reported to have said, in the 
course of his. defence, that to the: views. and sentiments pronial- 
gated in that work, he fully. subscribed. » 

Passat from the mind of Dr. Rudge is , the intention'of- offeritie 

by i muon ar . < y Man > and nie Bi yey iecaiden 
oe y net be thought: to mean A 
ful to Mr. C Carlile, if he ventures to ask, pellet tiie? we the delibed 
rate, conviction of his mind; to whith he has been: ht bya 
calm and patient, a deep,’ and conscientious study wf id 
Scriptures, whether he has. eollated withyeare, terry compared wit 
j ent the different. patts and-passages of the: sacred vobutie; 
whether, in this investigation, which has had truth for its only 
ject he has at. all. tinies.consulted. the best authorities, and has 
led himself of the labours and views which the most enlightened 
least prejudiced of the children of men -haye takew of suely sab- 
and. exercised in such pursuits? What, for instance, has been 
it of the cool aud dispassionate enquiries of sueh ‘men: as Sir 
Noaton, Mr. Locke, Sir William Jones, and others of the same 
of intellect, of the same mental calibre, and :of the same prow’ 
fond ahd cautious ‘habits of inquiry and ‘teflection ? “Of 
masters, in Israel, it is surely no reproach to any mpn to acknow- 
ledge that he was once the scholar—it is putting no restraint 5 ond 
thenatural liberty.and free agency of any man to say—* Seenlan 
has, heen b eo men, that I have been taught how a 
reason, and exercise ny judgment—how rm reason ar gr of 
ih ke to, judge well of that subject-——how, to.di 
bof ERD and how to separate from truth the dross falsehood 
ss ta 
dal deliberate opinion be, forméd and etpiimet br the | 
HOW Mestoantee, the above course should be adopted?‘ and" unless ” 
has been observed, in an amtable temper of mind, and: with” 
ion only to investigate and attam the truth; as it:is in ; 
Ree the revelation of his word, the competency of any maw tobe’ 
judge of such. matters,.may. fairly and honestly be «questioned. 
Dr, ee therefore, that ie may, without offence, submit. 
tions to Mr. Curhile’s calm and. private consideration, © 
oerth is. advice, that with the temper and disposition to whiely ’ 
ge haus above alluded, he, would sit! aueren eet we 


AYS 


an 
Dr.. 
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Lardner’s great work, *¢ the Credibility of the Gospel History,” 
and. Dr. Paley's 44 Bvideucesof timity,’’ works, which 
' Dr. Rudge more particularly recommends as having more perhaps 
than other theological publications he bas .read in the course of his 
studies, ssedneal conviction in his mind, ‘and faith “ in the truth 
asitas in Jesus.”’ : . Lge. 

Limehouse, Oct. 18,1819. 
| R. CARLILE TO DR. RUDGE. , 

R. Car.i.e beg»to assure Dr, Rudge that he approves both of 
the motive and the temper of-his letter as far as its internal evi< 

Agreeable to the of his:interrupted defence, tie hesitates 
not to say that he fully swbscnbes to the views aes sentiments pro- 
merge in the Theological Works of ‘Mr. Paine, with the excep- 
tien he made in the course of his mock trial, namely, his dissent 
from ‘* Paine’s Private Thoughts on a Ruture State.” 

du answer te theanquiry of Dr. Rudgewhether this is the deli- 
berate conviction of his mind after a calm aud patient, a deep and 
conscientious study of the Holy Scriptures, afier a careful and ju- 
dicious com parison of diferent parts~ and passages of the saé¢red 
volume, and after consulting the best authorities such as Sir Isaac 
Newton, Locke, and Sir William Jones, he begs to assure Dr: 
Rudge with alk the sincerity wigh which man cau commune with 
his fellow, that his conviction is the result—first, of a calm and 
Conscientious exanination of the book ulluded to, with a compari 
son of all.its supposed isearings and connections ;—and secondly 
of, a eonsultation of all those authorities which Dr. Rudge alle 
to.be as. many. proofs of the contrary, When he enquires after the 
writings of Sir isaac Newton, and Bude that those which ‘were’ the 
productions of the most vigorous part of his life were purely deis= 
tical, and actually kept-from the public view at the Earl of Pdrts® 
mouth's house, and-are not to be seen without the cousent of the 
Bishop of London, « guardian to the Earl in consequence “of his’ 
inbeeility, he caunot be ‘content to take as the real sentiments’ of 
Sir Isaac Newton, the few observations and essays he made’ to 'ex=" 
plain that. which is! called. prophecy and revelation in the “book | 
called the Bible, at-a time when his facalties might fairly ‘be pre- 
sumed:to;have been impaired. Aguin, wheti he finds that Locke’ 
was ae tually expelled from the University of Oxford for his Altis 
Christian principles.and tenets, he cannot consent to consider Létke* 
as B genuine authority-in defence of Christianity, merely becawse ia | 
a few-instanceshe spoke favourably of its moral effect and influence | 
on a@lapkiad, perhaps to: conciliate some friend, and to lessen the 
calumny and: prejudice which ‘we Know to have existed against 
hun; equal even ‘to 'that that has: been attempted to be raised 
against R. Carlile himself. 
R.@ has been informed that the statute the 9th and 10th of Wil- 
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ier wid? Mary; éntitled An act) for the’ more efiectnaily pater | 


Blasphenty and ripe ererwerrenneri ea bt auuned, he 

intended ‘to put a stop to the progress and.eff ecthof a 
ge ewhieh he thinks;: with) the exception ‘before ma de, - were 

tlyatid: purely of aiDeistical tendency. With respect to Sar 
William Jones, R. Carlile is not awarevof auy, other authority. or 
defence of the Bible and Christiau religion he has Jeft us, save;the 
Maniseript sentence left in the leaf of his own Bible, which he be- 
lieves' to have been to this etlect—that independent of its divinity, 
if Contained a code of morals of the purest:nature and not to be 
éxtééded-ie any other works .R. Carlile, agrees. with Sir, Walliam 


Jones so far, but when it is insisted on asa, Revelation, from. God, : 


andthe voite of God speaking to.man,.R, Carlile bas, as, well as 
thé moral)exammed the ammoral; part, and, finds, it inconsistent 
with his ideas of the Deity. R, Carlile, présames be need. nyt 
quote why passages to support this opitien, bat is inclined te think 
that*Dr.\ Rudge will not.deny that. there are any, jinmoral parts, iu 
the book. “Ry@artileshasmever read either, De. Larduer’s, Credi- 
bility of the Géspel History, mor Dr. Paley, Evidences.of, Chris- 
tiatiity, neither bas Dre. Radye intimuted, to. R. Carlile. whether he 
liad ever ‘reads the Theological. Writings of Paiwe.. Ue therefore 
begs Dr. Rudge io favourchiin with the .aceeptanee, of 4 OPYs 4nd 
dls, if acveeable, in returnewith the loamof,those two yviderces of 
Christiunity, as from the peeuliar situation ef Ry Carlile, and: the 
expence he has: been exposed, to, he canyatalior cto purchase them. 
“Ri €artile pledges thestretest care andiuntegrity In setuniuing, them, 
aind would wish wan) miterchange ef opinion, Dr, Rudge on, she 
“Werks of Paine, and R.,Gariile ou , the dividences,of Sinnietianiy 
‘at any given period. Rs Carlile. hopes spthranle, ap duterchange 
of opinions ou the hostile Works, be cobsented oon, the, hie of, Dr, 
RNudge,that ithe were soneious eX pressions of ss ddoly Semptyres,” 
'$* Sacred Volume,’’—‘ Masters.in Israel,’?—* T hestnathy: ais it'heain 
God and in the Revelation of bis Word,” —‘and fdith ap thetpath, 
agéat isin Jesus’ ave not to be taken or given tpn WiSsiO US, A82nes 
cessarv to ‘separate from truth the dross of falsehood, a: id exroxs”” 
= oo at in heorane Dr, repeet has addressed his, , sfidicaaied 
mene Seivanh, oeaels 


sb 1 i «ast F i oh, CABLILE,. . ~? 

t me odikinigghit Bata Prisens At haem dem trbelgh da hip 

Ye esday en Oct. 20, doa, toast girth s <a : ve 
Lote ht 1 SHH IGS, T1ibs, 


109 PBs R. Ci had: closed hin answer. te Dn. Rudge, jast canaesii. 
\ and)considered all the queries satistactonly auswered,, bat = 
tim! the’ Morning Chronicle. of this: moraingy he findsa letter, 
> wwhichvhe considers to be .w case in pornty-om which ROC. wishes. to 
ambkd:a fewobservations,: although sbe: dears,,they will, 1 im 
itt much a ofe matter of-dispaterthan wasifigst jusended to have 
beenintroduced in this answer, R. C. having much on ‘bis,apind 
at this moment, which he is auxious to give went tay aud baists to 
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the patience of Dr. Rudge to read and judge of it. The letter 
alhtidell tois“addtessed'to thé Editor, did'signed R, Jy and refers 
to the opinions of Sir’ William Jones us‘relates to the ATE 
the. person Of Jesus, Sir William is, by an extract from his’ ife 
and Lettérs, (matk, Sif} Ins Life and Letters which, at least, are 
bit second: hind ‘to us) ‘made to say, “1, who cannot help he- 
lieving the’divinity of ‘the Messiah, from the undisputed antiqarty 
aiid manifest completion of many prophecies, especially those of 
Isaiah, in ‘the only’ person recorded by history, to whom they are 
appli¢able, am obliged, ‘of course,’ to believe the sanctity © _ the 
venerable’ books, to which'that sacred person refers 4s, genuine ° 
bit it is not the truth! of our national Feligion, as such, that I 
have at heart—it is truth itself.” ip* ot 
What must be ‘the importance of a book, of which it may be 
truly’said, ‘© If the book is not true, the religion which we profess 
is false!” ao 
“ No person in the ‘history of the Jews, before or after Jesus, 
coincides with their ‘uécount, ‘except Jesus: therefore, Jesus was 
the subject oftheir writings, which ure consequently inspired; and 
he'a péetsod Of ah extraordmart ‘nature—he is the Messiah, lf this 
he just veasonitig; we may’believe his miractés, and arust obey his 
law.”’ R. C. will not here attempt, by referencesior quotations, to re- 
fute the first and third paragraphs, but would refer Dr. Rudge to 
the Third Part of the Agerof ‘Reason; where it has an ample and 
complete refutation, and where he thinks Dr. Rudge will find that 
the reasoning attributed to, but which R.C. cannot believe tobe 
Sit William Jowies’s,’ {when he knows how easy it is for a dishonest 
Editor to inférpolate) 18'not just, and consequently we are not called 
on'to ‘helieve the miracles, or to obey any other law than that which 
js consistent’ with’ the “law of Nature, ‘as verified in the moral wel, 
fare of mankind. m0 de 
~ With respect to the second paragraph, R. C. is impressed with 
the imiportinceé of the book called the Bible, in its. too general ac- 
céptation, ‘but stiip it of its veil of urystery, and_ its imaginary 
divinity, andthe -¢Yeater portion of that book, when read .as.an- 
other book is read, will ‘be’ found to merit only. the contempt of 
mankind.» Admitting that the three paragraphs quoted as above 
to have been the sentiments of Sir William Jones (which, under 
my admiration of the general character of that great man, I can- 
not believe to be his) the a-sértion is very weak, the reasoning, the 
most lame and inconclusive that R, ©, ever met with, and, were @vi- 
dently (if true) the production of an impaired mind, If a further 
proof of this assertion be necessary, we have it in another para- 
graph,’ quoted from the same“publication, namely,, his Life,and 
Letters, which, R.C. presumes were edited after his deaths, it,astfol- 
lows («Jf diffieulties'oceur, and we are asked,. § How,ean ey 
be solved ?’ we’ may’ ‘safely say, * We do not know,’ yet we,may 
truly be, and justly’ called. Christiais.”” Shade of. Sir William 
* Jones | could Such ‘sophistry! acd delusion as this, have, evercon- 
tasiihated that’ lustre which was wont to accompany thy nameand 
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writings? No! I will not give credence to it—it,m ust -hayeibeen 
the,sentiment of some dishonest Eee LTE (OPER An a8 
stain’ to:thy undeviuting brilliance aud rectitude... 5.45 ¢o:1) 00% 
»»But R. Cy wishes to set aside all fiction and imagination, ;and.te 
reason on the known and generally admitted talents and principles 
of, Sir, Wm. Jones, He was the perfect, mind, his political prigei- 
ples were opposed to the existing Government because, he saw,.jt 
founded in ‘error and wickedness. That Government could not en- 
dure theattacks of so virtuous an opponent, and some means. must 
be taken to get rid of them. Sir William was appointed (through 
fearand> not through love) to the Chief Justiceship of one. of the 
imces in, the East Indies ; here a field was pointed.out, to hint 
or research into the history and antiquity of that people; here. that 
compound of all that was great us J, was absorbed in con~ 
templating » mass of absurdity, and the benefits which his. native 
country might have derived from his talents and integrity at home, 
were destroyed by thesubtle influence of a wicked and corrupt Go- 
vernment, Accompanying this 2s the 9th No, of the Republican 
waa a Letter to Sir Charles Abbot, and to which only. does 
GC. wish to call Dr. Rudge’s attention, as a fair exposition.of, the 
late.conflicty the present situation of R. C,, and the question »st 


DR, RUDGE TO R. CARLILE. 


9040, 15 ; Thursday, Oct. 21, 1819, 
Dr, Rudge. has sent his servant with Dr. Paley’s “ View of. the 
Evidences. of Christianity.” He would have been, as happy ute 
Rare paren’ ed at the same time, Dr. Lardner’s ‘* Credibility 
of the. Gospel History,” but he lameuts.to say that itis. .4 
Work with which his library is not at present enriched. . The 

yy of his works, which he read, belonged to the library of the 
Cal in Oxford, of which he was formenly a member; ,.and 
beyond’ the voluminous extracts which he made at the time,,he 
has hone of the Doctor's works in his possession. Fr vent refers, 
eriees. will be found in the ** Evidences,” which are He 2 butan 
abstract: abd compilation from Dr. Lardner’s great work, but renr 
dered infinitely interesting, attractive, and. original, eyen by the 
medéin which it has been done. Dr. Lardner’s »warks.comprise, 
eleven or twelve octavo volumes, and are very expensives .....6 | jo 

Dr. Riidge, in soliciting Mr. Carlile’s attention to.Dr, Paley’s. 
«¢ View of the Evidences of Christianity,” is actuated by .the, 
purest! motives by whieh the conduct of one fellow-creature toy; 









wa her can be influenced. He observes, that if, truth.be. 
propésed.as'the only object of this investigation, and any pursuit 
wi t that object must be vain and worthless, The mind should 


be free dnd tunbidssed, and Mr, Carlile should sit dowu to. the ing 
quity withthe temper and disposition suggesied in Dr. Rudgg’e, 
ormer letter: otherwise no good result, so far at least,as, the ue 
tereats of truth are concerned, cau be expected, Now. itis, probar, 
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ble'that some pre} ae ‘may bave been. imbibed ;. as: indeed :where 
is the individual without them? Dr. Rudge earnestly hopes, theres 
fore, that they may be wholly removed, im this instance; and-that 
the “Evidences” may be read and considered with a mind; :not 
onejaverite to which is closed against coaviction by preconceived 
opinidns, or past modes and habits of thukimg., When 

weighed and examined, Dr, Rudge will thank Mr. Carbleto return 
the two volumes, as they were given hy a valued friend, and wipes 
part of aset of Dr, Paley’s works. 

One great source of prejudice, by which Dr. Rudge conceives 
that the free imvestigation of truth has beew ae bas arisen 
from some objectionable passages to be, found im of the: 
Scripture, particularly of the Old Testament, from .w this i0- 
ference has been drawn, that, because these parts, wlach» refers es~ 
pecially to the history and ; abominations of the Jews, are excep- 
tionable and offensive, in their record to. decency and! good morals, 
the whole, therefore, should be rejected as t Word of God ! 
Now surely this is a very unfair and irrational way of treating» the 
Scriptures, and would uot be tolerated in the discussion .of | 
other point, and the examination and adjustment of any othersub- 

ect, Is’ Dr. Rudge’s‘mind to be less sensible of the light and: 

uty of the sun, because some specks have been discovered in 
that glorious luminary ? er, is he, therefore, to infer that, because 
they exist, it is not the ‘worktanship of his God ? 

With respect to the opinjons, said to have been avowed at one 
time, and contradicted at another, by Sir Isaac Newtomand others, 
they affect not, or ought not to affect the inquiry into the truthef 
the Scriptures, whether they are, or are not the woid of God. They 
only prove, enpposing the account to be correct, the inconsiét- 
ency, and hypocrisy of ‘these great men ; and should operate as ‘u 
caution ugainst another source of prejudice, from whieh few are 
exempt, that which arises from paying too great a deferenceand 
respect to the dicta of eminent and distinguished men. “Man is 
but man in his best estate, and free, neither in the exercise of his’ 
intellect, nor in the conduct of his life, from a strange mixture of 
greatness, littleness on the one hand, and. of rectitude and: nae 
lity ov the other, © 

Dr. Rudge has read the work of which Mr. C. has wiclosed!: a 
copy, and for which he thanks him ; but it is many years since.’ Hé: 
is well acquaimted with the writings of Deistical authors.) Phe tithe 
was when he found reason to follow the course which he recom- °° 
ménds Mr. Carlile to pursue. He examined and thought for: lim!" 
self. He read and weighed the objections of the infidel, and the 
answers of the believer. But, perhaps, more than any thingy” 
the character of Jesus, and the benevolent ebject of his: anideny 
brought near to that conclusion, under the comfort and influetice”' 
of which he is bound at all times to pray, that every one of hie felis p 
low creatures, was altogether such, as, he isin theaieasure'of their 
faith; and that he evidenced himself to bein the rectitude “Te 
coygduct, and the consisteacy-of his life,~a Christian, 
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Dr, Rwhas:taken the hberty of enclosing a little work he pub- 
liahedl sana! time since) in which Mr. Gatliieowilt rolweive: how fart 
his‘notious extend on ‘the Trinity. A ‘believer inthe Mission of! 
Jesus Christ.cannot but be a believer in that doctrine, wt déast in! 
the tenor wowhich itis there: understood. Separated from the-am- 
biguews wid mystical terms in ‘which it ts obscured, it ceases to be’ 
that outrage on the feason of ‘mankind, so often indisted on. Pers 
haps, after all, nothing could be more ‘unhappy than the selection 
of the term, ind whicl h has engendered more‘sttife, thaw the -doe-; 
trine itself. . Théte.is one God, his.Sott and prophet Jesus Christ, 

and the power of both dwelling in the heurts of the goody the 
spirit-—this is the only creéd of ‘the ration and mee the ‘Prinity 

he which they believe. | | . 


- khimebouse, Oct. 25, 1819: 








—— 


wr To the Editor of the Repe ELICAN, 
Str, 

THERE are, many people that: sappose riideealvgs Christians, 
merely by reading the Bible, and not havin’ read any other book, 
and, throughw mistake, have imbibed a prejudice against Deion 
They thiwk that a Deist’ is'a monster out of hewn shupe ; they 
think» he haS no! ideas of wora! justice; © they think a Deist can 
neither act, speak, nor feel like other men ; they consider him an 
midel aud a character that oveht >not to be asséciated: with 2/in 
short, they think a Deist cannot haven! ao ee belong- 
ing’ to him. 

_ if'they. Would read bin judge for ehiaasndil vent ‘and wot be! guided 
too much’ by the artifices Of their designiny ipriests, they avill fiad 
by reading aacient history, that Deism iste most vucient religion. 

Those nations which are falsely called “heathens avd idolaters, 
Bere wll Deists ; there never was a nation ithe world that ‘called: 
themselves idolaters or heathens, it isonly’ a» ame of weproach: 
fren the Jewish nations because they differed in Shen form of 
| Worshippiny rthe Deity. , 

“To anpport the truth of which, 1 will introduce some quotations 
froin thé ancients :— 

» © Phe celestial powers serve thee: hell seeetl i 1s hatsbartbeind’ to 
‘thée ; the universe moves under thy hands; ‘thou treadest. Tar- 

us under.thy feet; the stars answer to-thy call, the seasons! re- 

then sat thy orders, the ehements obey thee.’ Detyptianse » 

- "Brendan the paths of Justice; adore the: sole Master of> the 
universe ; he is one; to him all beings owe their existence > he 
gets ii then, aud by them, but hus. never. been seen by mortal 
eyes,” —Versesaf Orpheus. 
** Dam ‘all that has been, al! that is, awe all thiet will he, aad no 
; 6 Me drawmaside my verl.”—Thebeans. +)» 

* Timmortal God, grant us ‘the things ‘thoa thiisk: we ee in 
need_of, aud of which we are vet wuworthy,” © jet die 
I could quote a great mapy more from the Chaldeatis, ‘Greeks, 
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&ci, but this is sufficient to any caudid and rational mah to rove 
that men With such sublime notions could not address thenisétves' 
to stocks and stones, Yr oe 

Deism is not oply the most ancient religion, but it is the Most’ 
universal at, this present time. The: vast empire of China,"the 
most accomplished and the most virtuous empire in thé world, ate 
alt Deists, the population of which is*estimated at 333 miltions6r 
souls—the same that produced.aConfucius, who has given’ the 
niost sublime ideas.of the Almighty which the human mind can 
conceive, without any pretensions to, neyelatiar, tT 

There is not, nor caumot be, axreligion, without calliig in the 
aid of Deism. ‘The Turks hold very exalted ideas of the Deity. 
Muhomet says, God_ holds his existence of, himself, and by whom 
all others exist, who neither engenders nor is engendered,» aad” to 
whom there is nothing that beats resemblance through the whole 
extent of being, : 

Even thé Christian religion has Deism in it, notwithstanding 
their contempt fon Deism. 1, must be allowed thet the Christian 
religiow has more, Manism in it than any other, yet theirs “eh ah 
pered with Deism in spite of all theiy prejudices. ey a 

Deism still goes on, further, for the whole world is full of Detsin; 
all nature.is Deism, Deism, extends itself further than, the nos 
sublime imaginations of, the huuan mind cau comprehend. “Vol=" 
taire'says the Deity has,created millions of worlds, among which | 
there-is not.one that vesemmbles another, this immense variety is Me 
effects of his immense power ;, there are not two leaves ange” the 
trees of the, earth, nor,two globes in the ualimited expanse of The 
Heayens, that are-exactly similar, and aj! we seein this littte Aton 
inwhich we are born, ought, to be considered in its pro rer ‘PMAee, 
according to. the.immutable decrees of bim who corn Feel all. 

He alsosays in another,place, God has placed before our eyes 
that book of traths, which if man would study—the tri ths he dis- 
covers.are his,own, he nourishes and exalts his cout ohé fives tn 
peace, and fears nothing from man. Pe sy » et 

Paine says that man cannot make principles, he can only disco- 


_ 


ver them. Man cannot invent any thing that 1s eternal and imniu- 
table, and the scientific p.sinciples he employs for. this ptirpo-e 
must.and are of mecessity as eternal and immutable as the laws by- 
which the heavenly bodies move. ha re — 
Thus it is evident that,man cannot inyent a machine, mi a, CD- 
gine, nor any thing else, without first of all submitting to pure and 
true Deism, eats \ ated ai Hae 
‘Tdont know. what the Christian world may say to this, when 
. . . _ . : : a > | F. 
they find themselves involuntarily forced into Deism, they no do ht 
will: feel themselves alarmed to think they are obliged to. ie 
ledge what they-haye so long held in contempt; this ‘shews the 
necessity of their reading fot themselves, to become acquainted 
with that which they haye.so long been ignorant of, | 


Shoreditch. D, SHORT.” 
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P..S. I would recommend the reading of a work of an Ancient 
story, from the beginning of time, there they will read’ of the, 
didwuing of an ‘army in the sea like the Egyptians ;, also the sacri- 
fice of son like Abraham. They will also read‘ of Hermes, of 
wham Christis'@ counterpart, and all this they, will find was writ- 
teucenturies before Moses, It is not a work of one author, it is a 
compilation of different authors, not Rellin nor Mavor. _ ’ 


pa 


‘PHILOSOPHICAL ESSAYS ON GOVERNMENT ‘AND 
da RELIGION.—No. 1. ” : 


| -l yy Whe first tanght soals enslaved and realms ‘uidone 
Th’ enormous faith of many made for one2--+.; 
*Twas Superstition lent the Tyraut aid ; 
«| And gods of conquerors, slaves of subjects made. 
i Essar on Max. 


7 








Is.an age like the present, when mankind have made such ‘inm- 
mense advances in the’ path of science and philosophy, ‘one is 
ashamed to see his country disgraced by suth scenes of hypocrisy 
and..villainy as those we have been witness to ‘during the fast two 
months. What, in the name of honour or. Baia, could have 
induced Christians to assume such a fiendlike characters that 
they, have-exhibiied to the world during the trial of ‘Mr. Carlile’! 
of,,,aman-whose private character none of the dastards dare in- 
peach!, Why have they laid aside the mild morifity of Jesus, to 
ussume that of Nero or Caligula ? Can Christianity ‘support its 
authority by no other mearis than fines and imptisonment ? Can 
not enjoy their immense réveniues, tind permit afew 
philosophic.spirits to communicate their ideas t6 each other in 

2, Cannot the clergy revile and defame Zoroaster, Confucius, 
ghomet, &c., without immuring those fiberal minds in jails and 
dungeons. who do not choose to be the ‘authors of such ciliim- 
nies; Cnnnet they tell the world that it is impossible a Sociéty of 
Atheists should exist; but that nevertheless the  litérate; “Man- 
darins,,ahd Emperors. of the Chinese, have ‘always been Athéists, 
avg, nothing else, ever sitice the world began’; with cvitting the 
Coenenabtes a is ~ able to assent to a ay wise re A pareny’ 7 
they make their followers believe that it is the daty of every 
Christian to present them with the tenth of all te sibel, ! 

~ wer ree. his wife and family, should perish through wait; 
nd@;that»if he refuse to comply with their holy desite to ‘possess: 
is property, he and his wife and children will be ‘damnéd’té ditt 
etemnity ?- Was the Society for the Suppression of Mess actin ph 
frém motives of piety or policy ? Did’ Jesus'Christ' recommend or 
command the institution of such a ‘society? “Did he eye ‘counsel 
his) diseples to be meck and ‘gentle so’ long’ ‘as they ‘were without 
power, but to throw off the mask at once when they obtained it, 
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and to commence the most furious persecutions against every hu- 
man bejng who should not be of thei o mon2o; finow 1 4 
Stich, however, has, been the case, For upwards of. forty years 
the disciples of Jesns, half Jews, half Christians, werése hunsble 
er so insignificant, that they were utterly unknown to. the world: 
and ‘no historian prior to the time of Vespasian has deignedto make 
merition of them, Neither Josephus, nor Philo, have ever written:a 
word about them ;, (for mankind are now. convinced that, the 
sage in Josephus which relates to Jesus is a palpable forgery :)— 
the reason is plain. Nove.of- the primitive Christians were remark- 
able fer genius, riches, or power; the sect was formed of the dregs 
of the Jewish people; and speaking the same language, abstain~ 
ing from the same meats, aud frequeutly circumcised like them, 
they were constantly misiaken bythe Romans for Jews. In fact, 
it is not to be wondered. at, that.the Romans i all the pride which 
conquest and glory inspires, should neglect to make themselves 
acquainted with the history or tenets of a sect, which took its rise 
among the rabble.jn one of the most obscure corners of their em~ 
pire. Indeed, had they been so tclined, it was no easy task to 
discover. what-the tenets of the Christians were at the early period 
Tam. speaking of. Gnostics, Ebionites,.. Marcionites,: wi 
tions, Valentinians, Cainites, &c, already. divided, the ‘iufant® 
church, and. reviled, lihelled, lampooned, and. anathematized each 
other with all the cha:ity in the world, aati See 
. But still they kept their hands from each other; and: a seasons 
able persecution from the Emperors tended to unite the heterox 
geneous members of this divine religion. Not that we believe*in 
half the persecutions the church has. preteaded.to sustain, nerin 
half the number of martyrs which are said to, have suffered forthe 
faith., The good fathers of those days. indulged themselves with 
romancing. a little at times, when it suited their purposes; that isy 
when they wanted to impress their hearers or readers with a due 
horror for the established religion of the State; for you are to obs’ 
serye, that the, primitive Christians constantly declaimed against | 
the established religion of the country, till they had: roused>the 
indignation of the tolerant Pagans; and then chargedithe Burts: 
perorswith cruelty and oppression. —_. t aberst 
This conduct of theirs sometimes drew upon them a real perses 
cutien; and. there is no doubt but some .of the. more faridus-of 
their demagogues were hanged as an edifying example forthe rests 
But we do not once read.of a Christian’s bemg perseeutedi merely: | 
as such, that is, for holding those opinions which were then thovight 
to constitute Christianity. | say éhen, because the opinions of the 
oa her undergene some changes since the pened ‘we dre 
speaking. of. mil , bet eo 
In the year 303, the Emperor Galeriuseaused the cathedral 
church of Nicemedia, which the Christians head erected m front of 
the imperial palace, to be demolished. A. Christian, whom-we- 
must acknowledge. to have.,been at least amprud ent, publicly tore’ 


























158 THE REPGBLICAN. 


down the" ediet of tlie Ewiperor..” The man was punished as lie 
deserved. A few duysafterwards the Emperor’ . ‘palace’ was set 67) 
firethe Clivictiuns! Weve suspected. Stit] none of the sect “Were” 
coridéinned ty ‘deat ly the edict simply ordered their temples tobe 
‘destroyed, and that evéry Christian should -be depriv ed ofall civil 
and military: honvers. 

This} to 'men'who professed to despise all worldly distinétiotis, 
was fio ‘pénishment at wll—yet this is the most terrible persecution 
the chtireh ever sustained. ’Tis true, we read of a Theban legioti, 
which had-b en transported from Asta into Gaul, in order to sup- 
press a tebellion which’ hud been suppres-ed a whole year previous 
to*that perio fy that were cut off toa mania passing the “Alps, 
whet thats coimmander is ‘représented te have stood in the utmost 
need 6f theif services.” “But this massacre does not exactly ‘agree 
withthe assertion of Eusebius. “ The profound peace and liberty 
wifiche enjoy,” says he, ** have caused us to fall into effeminacy 
endviixary.” But the ‘profound ignorance of the Christians,’ in 
thé wees which succeeded; is sufficient apology for these ridiculous 
talés—it iweno apology for their cruelties. 

_ “Phe tioment Constantine, that cowpound of baseuess, barbarity, 
aiid Nipotriey)ascemledothe throne, Christiauity was publicly pro- 
teé¥ed) ''Twas'then, and-then only, that the Christians appeared in 
their tree eheraeter The Pagans, Manicheans, ‘and even their 
progenitors, the Jews, were persecuted with the most relentless 
efuelty anid the Roman empire, now become the theatre of theo- 
logical’ controversy; exhibited such scenes of bloodshed and féro- 
citys’ that owe! may even doubt whether human nature could be 
capable of such excesses. 
During the existence of the religion of Numa, no philosopher! 
With the exception of those driven out of Rome by Dow jtian, was 
éverpérsecated for his opinions. Men always have, and always 
Will entertain strange notions of a religion which’ must be sup- 

by persecution. ~ They will not be persuaded that it 7s 
ine, While'its ministers or disciples deprive their fellow citizens 

Of*theirtiberty, because they entertain more worthy notions of the 
Deity'thari'themselves.! They will wishthat the world. ‘still wore 
shipped Jupiter and Minerva; since while they did so they were 
tolerant*and humaries'No bookseller, that we hear of, was’ ever 
imprisoned av Athens, or at Rome, for vor eae the , writings ‘of 
Plato, or of Cicero ; yet those philosophers Jaughed at the super- 
stition of the People: , arid ndiculed their Geds. .- And in England, 
, Wedtntty which prides itself upon its liberal notions on, religion, 
” Whieté nen: vre'told to their faces that they are free, where Chris- 
tiwity and free toleration are duily preached, a bookseller, has 
beéii arrested, tried, and condemned to I. know not- how many 
je rae for ‘priuting and» publishing a work purely 

Hesophical:' I hope he will not be assassinated in prison! Su- 

ition has*had its martyrs; I fear philosophy is about to be 
honoured with a few. But, oh ! -how callous niust be the hearts of 
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those men, who could codlly Cohdemif thei? féllow citizen /to a 
dungeon, because he is rot of the Sue faitheas then / Beeause> 
he has attempted to e'nancipate the hamau mind fromthe! tranny: 
of opinion, and dared to assert'that every citizen ought te judge 
for himself in matters of faith. 

But has Carlile beéu sacrificed to religious, preyudices, or to\des: 
potism? Is he the victim of his zeal for phitesophy, -or for he 
cause of Freedom ? Ought iis name to be more dear to the philo- 
sopher, or to the patriot? These are questions wiieh adunit of 
some discussion. 

If the Society for the Suppression of Vice be not a nrass sof hy- 
poctites, their motive for prosecuting -Carlrle must be a -relivious 
one; they must wish to put down by foree those opinions which they * 
suppose are inimical to Christianity ; ; baths is a tacit coufession 
that they fear to have their religion exannined ;) that they. suppose 
it will not'stand | the test! ‘But if this "soc iety, whieh seems te 
merit the appellation of the British Inquisition, be nothing nrove 
than the tool of a faction, by which it wishes to erush the Freel dake 
rit of inquiry, then Carlile may be said’ to be imprisoned for "ts 
patriotism. And it is move than probable; that when the En 
nation shall attain that liberty, with the shadow of whieh it hte = 
long been amused, it will guther tp the ashes of this patriot, in- 
close them in au urn of gold, and shed many a tear-over the opet 
where they are laid. 

Surely the friends of Freedom will not think these pages which 
are consecrated to a virtudns and unfortunate individual, Unwerthy 
their attention ; especially as it 1s now the “ gotit” ofall the. hine- 
ling jouraalists to ratl at, and abuse him. 

P.S. We do not Lista vive ourselves the trenble to. peruse 
all the * betises’* with which the rabble of seribblers imindate the 
town; the man who can find no better employment must have an 
understanding contemptible as their own; but having taken 
** Bell’s Weekly Messenger” inte our hand, by mere chance, our 
attention was attracted by its more ‘than ordinary stapidity, and 
ignorance.) In a ‘part! of it, which the Editor has ndicrously 
styled ‘* The Politics 6f Europe,’ the Editor has undertaken to 
defend the Bible, at the expeuce of humanity and common sense.’ 
In the first few lines out pious’ Editor, imstead of entertain ) 4s 
with ‘« the Polities of Evrope,” has thought tit to libel Mr.. tne 
hile, and to call him an “agnorant and unhappy man,” 

After hearing Mr. Bell assert, “* that the Bibleowas) written: at 
Least. 1,200 years before any other book or record,’’ let- the, reader 
judge whether hé or "Mr. Garlile be the most ignorant, Has. the 
pious and learned editor never read of Sanconiathan, the Zende- 
vesta, or the Veidam, more ancient than Moses'?, or of the Shasta, 
still more anciert ? Does he mean to say that: Moses: Jived, 1,200 
years before Homer and Orpheus? or, if he really is so ignorant, 
-can-he hope to impose upon the good sense of the English nation 
by such ** sottises ?”? But ignorance is ever presuining. 
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But let us hear the opinions of the writers of a Public Journal, 
of a man, too, who presumes to make those opinions public, in the 
nineteenth century, on the nature of the human soul, and on the 
relative duties of man. “But let us remember, that we all hold 
eur lives only as the gift of God, and that we have no claim what- 
ever in right to them,—that he made us for his own sevice and 
hovour, and through those means, for our own ultimate happiness ; 
and that when we abuse these gifts (the gifts of life,) and degrade 
and brutify (observe the eloquence of the language) the divine” 
image in our bodies (Mr. Editor Bell believes our bodies to be the 
image of God’s body) and souls, our own reason, a thing of the 
same general nature with the Divine mind itself, teaches us that 
there is no inconsistency with the attributes of such a Being, that 
he should cut us off; or, if we use the figurative language of the 
Holy Scriptures, thaf he should repeat that he had made man, 
when they had become so abominable in his sight.”” Let us-divest 
these sentiments of Mr. Editor Bell’s eloquence, and see how they 
will. look in plain English. ‘‘ Let us remember, my dear brethren, 
“ that we did not make ourselves ; and that if we bad never been 
‘¢ born we could not in justice grumble at God for not making us 
«: _-he made us for hisown honour and service ; {and c uently 
“we are not at all obhged to him) but if uevertheless we dare to 
“s enjoy life in our own way, he will certainly send us to the Devil— 
« that is, if we brutify our bodies, which are the image of God’s 
«* body, and our souls, which are undoubtedly the image of God’s 
«seul. Nay, more than that, my dear brethren, you are to know 
<< that our teasori, our own dear reason, (which it is nevertheless 
“the height of impiety to listen to) is exactly of the same nature 
“with the Deity itself—(a vile scribbler of the same mature with 
* God! *O Tempora, 0 Mores!’) All this premised, still it is no 
“ way inconsistent with the character of the Divine Being, to eut 
us off, who are of the same nature with himself, and to be quite 
“ savage with himself that he had made so vile an animal as man!’ 

If this vile cant is not the height of impiety and ignoraneé, Iam 
totally unable to comprehend what is. How Jong will. this m 
contiaue. to tellus that the Bible is the most ancient book in. the 
world by 1,200 years! How long will he declaim about’ the im- 
mort: its and flowers of Aaron’s rod, which are long: since 
ad ! How long will he pester the world with the metamorphosis 
an Egyptian Magus’s’rod into a serpent! We would be obliged 
to him if he could tell us where he learned to call the Egyptian 
pm ty — name of Magi ; aud to refrain till he is better ae- 
quainted wi istory, to call such a man as-Carlile ignorant, .. 

or JULIAN AUGUSTUS ST. JOHN, 

. Gloweester Street, | | 
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